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Production; The Absorption and Metazbolism of Quinine and Related Prob-
lems; Regeneration of Lymphatic Channels Following Ablation of Lymph
Nodes; Parathyroid Cyst; Blood Volume Changes Following Acute Hemor-
rhage; The ROle of the Fibroblast in Acute Inflammatory Reactions with
Reference to Phagocytic Exudate Cells; and Immunity Relations in Human
Cestode Infections.
-GEO. H. SMITH
WILLIAM BEAUMONT'S FORMATIVE YEARS. By Genevieve
Miller. Henry Schuman, New York, 1946. xv + 87 pp. $6.
Two of the note-books of William Beaumont, now in the possession of
Washington University College of Medicine, have been reproduced, mis-
spellings and all, in their entirety. The first of these note-books is Beaumont's
medical note-book containing excerpts from medical authors, case histories,
comments on Army medicine, prescriptions, and descriptions of methods for
treating diseases. This note-book, which comprises only 33 printed pages, is
of course fragmentary. It was prepared during the period when Beaumont
studied with Dr. Chandler and continues until just a year prior to the accident
to St. Martin. The second note-book, which was coincident with the first
as to time and preparation, is a general note-book conitaining literary excerpts,
accounts of travel experiences and of his life as surgeon's mate in the Army.
Both note-books are intriguing both through what is presented in them and
because of what one may read between the lines. To each of the note-ibooks
have been appended explanatory notes which are most helpful.
The book is attractively bound and, excerpt for the somewhat staggering
running-heads, is well printed. One notes that the old problem of whether
the word "text-book" should or should not have a hyphen is resolved, as usual,
by running it both ways. Beaumont's Formative Years should be a welcome
accession to anyone interested in this remarkable American physician.
-GEO. H. SMITH
HUMAN TORULOSIs. A Clinical, Pathological and Microbio-
logical Study, With a Report of Thirteen Cases. By Leonard B.
Cox and Jean C. Tolhurst. Melbourne University Press, Victoria,
Australia, 1946. xi + 149 pp. 67 Figs. 25 shillings.
As the authors saw 13 cases of torulosis in Australia during the eight-year
period 1936 to 1944, and as cases have been reported from many parts of
the world, they believe that the disease should no longer be considered rare.
On the other hand, as fewer than 150 cases have been reported since 1895,
when Busse and Buske reported a case which became known as the type caseBOOK REVIEWS
of European blastomycosis and American "torula meningitis," examples of the
disease still excite interest as rarities. Beyond interest in the unusual, how-
ever, "the subject of torulosis, human and experimental, should be of interest,"
as the authors point out, "not only to the clinician, but to the pathologist and
bacteriologist." Human infections present difficult problems of diagnosis in
the differentiation between types of chronic or subacute meningitis, particularly
in adults, and between possible types of brain tumor. The characteristics of
the pathogenic yeast-like organism which causes the disease are still incom-
pletely known. Relatively little is known about the mode of infection and
the epidemiology of the disease.
The authors describe in considerable detail the cases which they observed.
For the convenience of the reader, who may wish to select features which are
of particular interest to him, the subject is divided into the following main
sections: historical initroduction, case reports, torulosis of various systems,
microbiology of Torula histolytica, experimental torulosis, pathology of toru-
losis, laboratory diagnosis of torulosis, sources and routes of infection in toru-
losis, treatment of torulosis, summary, conclusions, and a bibliography of 134
references. There is a good index.
The forms of the organism found in the cerebrospinal fluid and in lesions
in the lungs, meninges, brain, granulomas at various sites, and in skin-lesions
were the characteristic round or oval cell, 1 to 15 ,u in diameter, with a distinct
wall and a halo or capsule of "gelatinous material." Budding forms were
seen in tissues and exudates, as in cultures. A rare observation of possible
hyphal development was made. Regarding this the authors state:
"A striking variation is the development of short straight or curved tubes,
or hyphae. These may -become two or three times the length of the parent
cell, and either remain narrow or become bulbous in places. We have
observed such hyphal projections once in a ventricular fluid obtained post-
mortem from our Case 4 (Fig. 44), and frequently in animals inoculated
with this strain . . ."
"We know of no previous description of hyphae in human tissues or tissue
fluids, or in animals inoculated with strains isolated from man. However,
Sanfelice ... described hyphae in the tissues of animals inoculated with a strain
isolated from fruit juice and now known to be Torula histolytica."
Definite hyphae, straight and branched, were produced in cultures of
several of the authors' strains of this organism. These observations add to
knowledge of the variability of the organism.
The authors discuss the proper name for this yeast-like pathogen. They
note that Benham favored the name Cryptococcus hominis and that Henrici
concluded that Debaryomyces neoformans was the proper scientific name for
these pathogenic yeasts or, at least, for most of them. Their decision on
usage is stated as follows: "As the correct classification is uncertain, and since
the disease is still usually called torulosis in medical literature, we have con-
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tinued to use the most familiar term, 'Torula histolytica,' although realizing
that this name may be inappropriate." This seems sensible to the reviewer.
Let us hope the literature will 'be spared the adversity of "Debaryomycosis."
With a readable style the authors present extensive information, original
observations, and sound comment. The monograph is a valuable contribution
to knowledge of torulosis.
-S. BAYNE-JONES
NEW ASPECTS OF JOHN AND WILLIAM HUNTER. By Jane
M. Oppenheimer, with a foreword by Fenwick Beekman. Henry
Schuman, New York, 1946. xviii + 188 pp. $6.00.
This is a very readalble volume about the somewhat unbrotherly brothers
Hunter. It is not designed to add new facts or even to summarize old facts
with respect to their accomplishments in anatomy, in medicine, and in sur-
gery. Rather, it aims at presenting a clearer understanding of the individuals
themselves through their personal relationships with their contemporaries.
It seeks to resolve certain unsolved prdblems by bringing to bear on the ques-
tions indirect testimony and by a valiant effort to read everything possible
into every word of such direct testimony as is available. Yet when all is
done, the enigma presented by John Hunter's relationship to Home remains
an enigma. Just why Home should have burned Hunter's accumulation of
manuscripts is still a question. In a similar way the vagaries of William
Hunter in his shifting relationships with political affairs and also with his
associates still remain an open question. The approach to this question is a
pleasing one, and while the questions still persist, the treatment of them is
entertaining.
The book consists of two essays, the first entitled "Everard Home and the
Destruction of the John Hunter Manuscripts" while the second bears the
title "William Hunter and His Contemporaries." Appended to each essay
are ample explanatory notes and a bibliography of Everard Home.
The only disconcerting sentence appears on page 4 where it reads "There
are few of use indeed who can, like Hunter, wholly submerge the evil in our
own natures by complete and utter honesty. . ." The binding is very
attractive. This is publication No. 12 of the Historical Library and Yale
Medical Library. -GEO. H. SMITH.